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temporary disappointment. During the years since his mother
had left Uncle Zizi's house at Orleans to live at Saint-Cloud,
and since her death, the little eld man had continued to live
there. Within a few days, however, after Gauguin's arrival in
France "he had the wit to die/' Doubtless Gauguin's sister
Marie, who had married and who now as Madame Uribe lived
in Bogota in Colombia, also shared in Isidore Gauguin's estate,
but Gauguin nevertheless found himself in possession of from
ten to thirteen thousand francs. With a new sense of security
and optimism he wrote to Mette suggesting that she should
come to Paris with "little Paul" for a short visit. He also
considered financing an exhibition of his Tahitian paintings
and made enquiries for Juliette's address,
By the middle of September Gauguin had been able to
settle his uncle's estate at Orleans and return to Paris to
make arrangements for the proposed exhibition. Owing to
Joyant's retirement from the Goupil Gallery, Gauguin decided
to hold his exhibition elsewhere. He arranged for this with
Durand-Ruel, the owner of a Gallery that had begun to deal
in the Impressionists.
Mette wrote to tell him that the result of showing his
Tahiti canvases in Copenhagen had been disappointing. They
had had a certain success with painters there, but the public
had bought none of them. This news did not encourage him,
for Denmark had recently been a better market for his work
than France.
While awaiting his legacy, he decided to rent a studio in
Montpaxnasse. He found one in the rue de la Grande
Chaumiere, and paid a quarter's rent in advance with money
borrowed from a certain Madame Caron who kept a milk-shop
in the same street, frequented by students of the Colarossi
Academy, and who possessed a small collection of paintings,
formed, perhaps, partly against her will as presents or in settle-
ment of debts. From de Monfreid he asked for an easel and
a chair. It was a cold September.
As soon as Gauguin received his legacy he began to spend it.